CHIQUIHUITLAN MAZATEC PHRASES

Carole Jamieson

l. Single-centered vhrases
2. Double-centered nhrases
3. Relator-axis phrases

A phrase in Chiquihuitlan Mazatecl consists of two or more words in

1. Chiquihuitlan Villa de Juarez is a village of avpproximately 3,000
inhabitants, located in the northern tiv of the state of Oaxaca,
Mexico. Data were collected between March, 1967, and June, 1971, dur-
ing field work in Chiquihuitlan under the auspices of the Summer Insti-
tute of Linguistics. A concordance prevared by my husband, Allan R.
Jamieson, and run by the University of Ovlahoma Research Institute
under National Science Fourdation Grant GS-934 was useful in the analy-
sis which led to this vaver. I am grateful to Velma Pickett and to
Allan R. Jamieson for their comments and suggestions.

This descrintion is basically tagmemic. In all hut one section
(1.1), however, fcrmulas have been omitted in favor of prose statement.
The criteria for classifying the ohrases are not the same in all

cases. They are:

(1) according to form (i.e. the basic classes 1, 2, and 3),

(2) according to the head tasmeme, with further subdivision irto
tyves according to the modification tarmeme (i.e. modified noun
vhrase, verb phrase, etc.), and

(3) according to similarity of modification or relator mornhemes.
(i.e. intensifiers, comvarative, modal, and relators of 3.1).

construction or a word which is votentially exvandable to two or more
words in construction. A nhrase may be called single-centered, double-
centered and relator-axis phrases.,

1. The single-centered nbhrases discussed herein are the Modified
Noun Phrase, the General-Snecific Phrase, Verb Phrases, the IntensifieAd
Phrase, the Quantity Phraqe, the Modal Phrase, and the Comparative
Phrase.

1.1. The Mndified Noun Phrase. The head of a modified Noun Phrase
is 2 noun, a vronoun, or a General-Srecific Phrase. Ontional or veri-
pheral *tarmemes consist of Quantifier, Qualifier, Possessor, Demonstra-
tive, Referent and Clonsure. A formula for the Noun Phrase follows:

N=2+0Qt + H + 011

-+

Po Q12 + D+ R+ CL

The Qmantifier is an artt cle, 4uant1+v oz “onetarv Phrase. nku2
Eubralt tone verson'; kol Hv; nuhu3l nji at} two three four day,
'several Aavs'.

The qnalifiery is an adiective or. more freauentlv, an Intensified
Adiective Phrase, irn which case it undervoee an oblicatory vermution to
initial ovositinn in the ohrase. nku? ¥ulttalt ntaha3l, one verson good,
'a r0o0d verson': helrkn? rtaha3l ka3dma??ni2 rky? §v4*a ve, v eood very
one verson, 'a verv cood nerson!,
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The Qualifier, is a relator-axis ¥i3- phrase. rki3 ai3—ntaha31,
medicine that-good, 'good medicine'; Eulttalt ¥i3-helmul néi“na?. neople
that-very rich, 'veople that are very rich'; %a2 ¥i3-sal?mel §i3-th12-
naz. work that-do-I that-have-I, 'the work that is there for me to do'.

The Demonstrative is a demonstrative word: nku? na“skuq# biu. one
cigarette this, 'this cigarette’,

The referent tagmeme is alwavs the enclitic -hg. It indicates that
the noun head of the phrase has the same referent as one introduced.
nku? na3fia2 ye?e2 ¥i3-siu2-ha, one dor large that-vositioned-same, 'the
large dog there, the same one'.

The closure is always the enclitic -nek. It is obligatory when a
noun phrase precedes the predicate tagmeme (as in topic-comment, equa-
tive and emphasis clauses); it is optional for all other noun phrases.
!az-hq-ne s male-same-closure, 'the boy there, the same one'.

The Possessor has not been dealt with until now because of its com~
plexity: (1) It exhibits co-occurrence restrictions with Head and
Qualifier;, and (2) it has subtypes.

(1) There are three classes of nouns. Class I nouns are obligator-
ily possessed. They include body parts and a restricted subset of
kinship terms (brother, sister and a general term for a relative).
Class II nouns are optionally nossessed. They include the remaining
kinship terms and other nouns. Nouns of Class III include celestial
bodies and natural phenomena. The possessor may not occur when a
Class III noun is Head of the phrase.

When the Possessor occurs, the Qualifiery cannot be an adjective,
though it may be an Intensified Adjective Phrase.

(2) There are four subtyves of Possessor, determined by the class of
noun head and by the person of the noun or vbronnun Possessor (third
person vs. first or second person). The subtvves are charted helow.

1st or 2nd verson 3rd verson

POSEEesEoT nossessor

Cla=ss I Snhtvne-A Suhtvone-B
nogn

Class II Snhtvrne-C Snrtyne-D

S»btvne A ncecurs when the Head i= a3 ~lass I newn and the Prseessor
ie first or crecond rerson, It is manifested as the final vowel 3nd the
tore of the Head nonun. rkpi’h taur (evel) heads': rk\a-4 'vour (feormal)
head!.”

5, 'The tone classes for =ubtvnes I and IT =re the ~ame as the tone
cl-s=ses for verbs., See Pive, Tore Lanruages, 1142115, for a Aiscussion
gf the same nhgnnmenpn_ig_a_rETatff 1ahggivé,_m
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Subtvve B occurs when the Head is a class I nonn and the Possessor
is third person. It consists of a General-Svecific Phrase in which
Gereric is the final vowel and tone of the noun Head and optionsal
Svecific is a vronoun or Noun Phrase. rkult ¥a2, head-3rd male, 'his
head'.

Subtvne C ocrurs when the Head is a Class II noun and the Possessor
is non-third person. I+ consists of a bound form of the first or
second verson nossessive pronoun. na ?mi3u-rihi, father-your (famil-
iar), ‘'vour father'.

Subtyve D occurs when the Head is a Class II noun and the Possessor
is third person. It consists of a General-Svecific Phrase in which the
Generic is the enclitic -ri* (third person) and the Srecific is a HNoun
Phrase or nronoun. na‘?mi3“_r% meh, father-3rd respect, 'his father';
bilda3b-rsl nkul §E?§34, life-3rd one man, ‘'a man's life'. (Note: ¥ =[al.)

An alternate realization of subtyve D is pnssible when the Possessor
is a singular non-resvect pronoun.3 A bound vpossessive pronoun is

3. The atserce of a form for the 3rd person plural resnect pronoun and
the tone phennmenon which are unexvolainable excevt by referring back to
the lonrer form, indicates that the vossessive vronoun is a recent de-
velooment still in the orocess of charge.

formed by the contraction of -ril and a pronoun.

naltomi3brgh ¥a2 naltomi34ra? ‘his father!
nat?mi3*rEt na na*omi3 ralt 'her father!

na*?mi3 rﬁh cuu na ?mi -ruh 'animal's father!

Subtyve D can also have A semantically more free form which has the
extended meaning of 'vertairing to'. The Possessor is then a relator-
axis ohrase in which the relator is ¢%?H™ 'of' ard the axis is a Noun
Phrase, oronoun, or relator-axis phrase. na omi3l cxoul ki3°nd1 §§?i,
father of child male, 'the voune bov's father'; !uubau cH24* ¥a”
measure of male, 'his worth'; ni ¥t{1h ciz?sl kaltoncnalt to? thelh day
of inside week, 'davs of the week!',

A similar semantic effect is the result of embedding a fﬁ”i“ ohrase
as axis of a <13- nhvase (3 4& a Quallfvz constitnent rather than a
Possessor. nku? meldelsi3na3* ¥i -ca’a do3ktor3 , one medicine that-
of doctor, 'medicine from a dnctor'.

1.2. Tre General-Srerific Prrase. This phrase may occur as Head or
Possessor of a modified Noun Phrase. As Head of a Noun Phrase, each of
its constituents is an unmodified noun. Although the Snecific constit-
uent mav occur without the Generic, they more commonlv both oceur, and
in some cases (e.r. with vrorer names or in refererce to a dead verson)
the Generie 1is 9H1i¢a*nrv. As Pnssessor, the Generic is a nroroun.
ni‘*é’t{ih do3mi? nf} b day sundav, ‘Sundav'; ¥a” hyzl, male John,
'John'; ya? "a?gu tree flower, 'flowerinc nlant'.

1.3. Verb Frrasec. There are two tvvoes of (sincle-centered) Verb
Phra=e: the Mndal Vero Phrase ard the Anxiliary Verb Fhrase. A Modal
Verb Phrase conrists of a Mndal and a Head. The :lodal is one of a re-
Stricted class of verts. The Head is a verb. Both verbs are inflected
for the same tense., The odal cal also be necative. The Head verbdb is
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never negative, but is inflected for person and tense. ma3 ¥halt ge“,
can.speak respect, 'he can speak'; mihi3 be2thu3, not-want leave-he
'he Aones not want to leave'.

An Auxiliary Verb Phrase consists of an Auxiliary and a Head. The
Auxiliary is any inflected form of the irregular verb 'to do or make'.
The Head is the infinitive form of a Sranish verb. b sa37mi2 haayuB
dar3“, does-he helop, 'he helps'.

4, If the obiect of the verb is a Svanish loan word, the Predicate is
this same verb 'to do or make',

1.4. The Intensified Phrase. The general formula for an Intensi-
fied phrase is:

& helmultul + H & ka3ma?ai4

where either helmul or ka3ma?a34 may occur indevendently, but where
tul only occurs when" hoth helmul and ka3ma?a3% are present.? Each of

5. helmul has an alternate form, helrkn?, and each has an alternate
pronounciation which substitutes an asnirated t for the irnitial aspira-
tion: thelmul, thelrku2. Thev fluctuate more or less freelv devnending
on the nreference of the speaker,

the three words can be glossed as 'very'. The Head of the nhrase de-
termines its distribution in the clause.

An Intensified Phracse mav he adjectival and occur in a Noun Phrase
or Qualifier, rhrase. helrku? ntaha?l kaqma°a34n12 nku2 sultta , very
good very one vperson, 'a very good verson'; ﬁu ¥i3-ntalntahal ka3
ma?a34. animal that-very-good very, 'an animal that is very good (to
eat)’'.

An Intensified Phrase may also be adverbial or verbal. helmul c”"
ka3ma?a3hnia, very slowly very, 'very very slowly'; thelrku2 tul th%
ka3ma?23%, very very there-is very, 'there is a lot'.

1.5. The Quantity Phrase. The Quantity Pbrase occurs as the Quan-
tity of a loun Phrase. It has a lnreral Phrase as Modifier and a Meas-
urement as Head. The Feaqurement is often, but not neoeqenrily. a
Spanish loan word. hvg- cal® 'eick sacks'; hol 1i3trull v4uo liters'.

1.6. The Mndal Phrase. A MNedal Phrase indicates the speaker's
attitude towards what he is savine. It is formed by addins an enclitic
to anather form. Verbs mo<t often sarrv these enclitics, but other
contexts include Nouns, Noun nhrases, adverbds, Quantitv Phrases, and
Intensified Phrases. ku3mpa3 mal %u3 meh, co-father rar it-is-sa2id

resrect, 'he rcar he the co-fa*ther, it is said'’; ku3mn13 %ul mal melt
'the co-fatrer is what he can he, it is said': rku? khua ntaha
-ni3-ne“. one grodness Jjust closure, 'inst one zood th1n~" ntalntahal
-ril, ve*v-wa‘l-nrﬁb=b" 'vory well n"obab‘y'; hol rga? 'two different

ones': ¥22+i? Va?'a°=3 —Qﬂj. earlv very-nove, 'very early'.
. . . N '
1.7. Tre Copparative Fhrgse. Thie phrace corsists of 2 ri3_ea?

LY 1ﬂ*+]e “hit more® ard a noun, adverh, or adiﬁctive as §9"d- A com-
parative may be intensified by tu“ tvery'. 21 ci3-52 narda2 ‘'more

(c) 1974 Summer Institute of Linguistics. SIL-Mexico Workpapers, vol 1.



Chiquihuitlan Mazatec Phrases--CJ >

water'; 2ilcx3-sa2 ti2fia? '‘closer'; ?iucﬁ3-sa ntaha3l 'hetter'; tuk

2ibcs2sa”tut 2ikct-ca na3nda2. very more more water, *'the most water!'.

2. The Double-centered vhrases discussed herein are the Conrdinate
Phrase, Repetitive Phrase, the Sequential Phrase, and the Appositional
Phrase.

2.1. The Coordinate Phrase consists of two or more juxtaposed con-
stituents, with or without a linkineg conjunction.

The Heads of a Coordinate Verb Phrase are two or more non-identical
verbs, each nf which is inflected, and each of which refers to the
same subject. They occur without a conjunction. ka3bu3y§3 ka3ca3
ng%lu, returned-we went-we 'we returned and went'.

A Coordinate Nnun Phrase may or may not include a conjunction bﬁ-
tween the final two Heads. nku2 te3so3lre3ru3® nku? se3kre3ta3riu3

nku? sedkredtadriul¥ caosl hu3sga3du3h 'a treasurer, a secretary, and

a secretary of the court'; ma3rte3% mie3rku3* hue3be3l koho3 sa3ba3du3¥
'Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday'.

As a temvoral, a Conordinate Noun Phrase may have a through-and-in-
cludinc meaning. ma2rsu3% 2i3ska3 hu3niu3% 'March through June'.

Coordinate Quantity Phrases are of three types and exnress numerals.
Quantity Phrase) can have up to three Heads, any of which is ovotional.
The first is the base twenty., or a nultirle of twenty which is less
than one hundred. The second is the base fifteen. The third is one of
the nrumerals ‘'one' through 'fourteen' if the second Head is omitted.

If the second Head is oresent, it is one of the numerals 'one' through
‘four'. The relation is additive. This phrase accounts for the numer-
als ‘'one' through 'niretv-nine’. kqa tezﬁuthI, twenty fourteen,
'thirty-four'; kQZ thg?u’ nku, twenty fifteen one, 'thirty-six'.

Quantity Phrase, accnunts for multiovles of one hundred. hol
sien3tu3% 'two hundred’.

Quantity Phrases with the coordinating link koho3 'and' account for
remaining numerals. The first Head is a Quantity Phrase, and the sec-
ond a Quantity Phrasey. hol sien3tu3k koho3 yach1 ?fiul 'two hundred
and forty-five'.

The lMonetary Phrase.consists of two Heads both of which are Quantity
Phrases. The Head= of the embedded vhrases are usually left implicit.
The imoplied measurement for the first Head is alwavs nesos. The numer-
al of the second coordinate Head determines which measurement is im-
vlicit. If it includes the numeral 'two', 'four' or 'six' the implied
measurement is the Swanish 'real' or 'bit'. If it is a multiple of
five. the implied measurement is the centavo. The Monetary Phrase
acecounts for some denominations above nne peso and for all denomina-
tions abrve two nesn= excent $2.50. hol koho3 hol 'two pesos and two
bits': ho! koko? yaacil 'two vesos and fortv cents',

2.7 Tre Revnetitive Phrase., Revetitinn is arn intricate part of Chi-
quihuitlanr lazatec and fu:nntions on all levels includine the phrase
level. The furctinn of revetitjio» in the Renetitive Quantity and Tem-
voral Phrases is tn indicate 'each' or 'everv'. In the Renetitive Verd
Phra<e it is to show revented action., Tre sa=~e gcting verh is= reBeated
twice while a free subject is not rereated. nku” nku~ nka yyl-ne , ~ne
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one you-closure, 'each of you'; nul nua-n13-ne“, year year-just-clos-
ure, ‘'every year'; a3lzkal ka3l2nkal Eu jumped jumped animal, 'the
animal repeatedly jumped'.

A manner constituent of a clause may be repeated to show emphasis.
An adjective may also be reveated to show emnhasis, in which case it
precedes the noun rather than following it. he ya‘§ he3 va khus? , 8low
slow go-I, 'I go very slowly';. 1ilontil 1ilontsl nah small small
female, 'very small girl?®.

6. This construction is rare. However, notice the intensifying phrase
in 1.1. which has the same function of ‘emphasis in which the qualifier
also underroes an obligatorv nermutation to nrecede the noun.,

2.3. The Seauential Phrase. There are two types: Quantity and
Time Phrases. The function of each is to zlve an annroanatlon. plen2
hol khuau. one two word, 'a few words': nthg - n% b ki3 n} , tomor-
row dav-after,  'in a day or two'.

2.4, The Annositional Phrase. This phrase adds clarifying informa-
tion and may occur as any constituent of the clause nther than Predi-
cate. It may have two or more Heads, each of which is a ohrase or a
pronoun. It is e<ne01a11v common as Locative. t1l»<a"a3l+ telso3rel 3rudk
ca?3 ntl3°vaqba E , I traasn*er of townha 1 'I, the town treasurer';
nka3?ma’* nti °va 21~ sk= -se ta°a2 me , under house where that-
positioned respect, 'under the house, where he is',

3. Relator-axis rhrases consist of two and only two tarmemes, both
of which are obligatory. There are six tyves based on the tyne of
relator which introduces them: Locatinnal, Instrumental, Spve=tial,
Comvarative, si3- and Possess=or.

3.1. The Lncational Phr=ace, This nhrase consists of ‘."'13s=.1r?1’+
'sthere!' as Relateor and a noun nhraqe or clause as Axis. ?i3<k114
¥il_ge’taha? me“ 'where he is'. A =econd tyvpe of Lorational Phrase
consists of one of a claqq of hodv vart indicators as Relator and a
Noun Phrase as Axis. ng nta3hvi?l  face river, 'at *the'river'.

3.2. The Instrnment Phrase. This vhrase con<ists of “oho3 'with/
and' as Rela‘zr and a Nour Phrase 2s Avis. koho3 mn3!t=’4 'with a
fire'.

3.3. The Sn=a+ial Phrase. This vhrase indicates lnzation in time or
svane and ronsists of 21iJs¥al 'urtil'! ag Relator ard 2 Nnun Phrase, =
Sve~ific Lncation Phr=se, or 2 siY-Phrase as Axi=. 2?i2stal -ku? subtnk
ntahalh 'even a good person’'; 2i3ska3 rkul nalntia® n 2, until hea”
tone mentioned, 'to the crest of that town': 2i3eval ¥i3-khu#3 nkn?
tnzthel, until that will-end one weel, '"ntil a weevx is va<t!',

3.4, The %:3_ Phrase, Tris phrase has the proclitie &i3. t+hat' as
RelYa+nr and an n“PCu1ve. an T“»ev=‘f1ed DPhrase, or a ~l~u=e as Axir,
ilemtarall teandr ¥i3nelmyl r¥ibna? tvar: rich', sild-ral?mel t+¢hat I

do'.

ETA

'like' 25 Helatnr and a hL~un rhrase or a laration»l Ph-agse as Axis.
saqbna?th ¥a”? Kid-thni? 51?‘1h. TivYe m=2le t*that-ha=-he sickne=s, '15k= g2

3.8 Lh“ Pnﬂna"atlve Dheace, Thic nhrase crnsists of sallna?a’
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sick verson': sa3kua?a3% kal2nenalt ntia?vazh, like stomach house, ‘'like
inside of a house'.

3,6, The Por=ersor Phrase. This phrase is a subtyne D. Possessor
in a Noun Phrase as seen above in 1l.1.
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